Recently, technology has become an educational necessity in global-digital era. Facing these phenomena, social studies (SS) should make innovations related to changes of 21 st -century skills and learning paradigm, which is characterized by the principles of disclosure of information, computing, automation, and communication. Technology integration into SS learning is one of the learning innovations in the global-digital era, and powerfully supports the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) as stated in their visions: meaningful, powerful, value-based, challenging, and active. It also strongly supports the development of three core skills of the 21st-century, including learning and innovation skills; information, media and technology skills; life and career skills that developed in partnership with the Partnership Forum for 21st-Century Skills (P21). This paper examines and describes academics evolution toward a commitment and further developments in research; 21st-century skills map for the SS; and the implications for developing teachers' competences and teachers' education curriculum.
INTRODUCTION
Technology developments, especially information and communication technology (ICT) and openness in its utilization are two important phenomena predicted will be the main characteristics and have implications for changing 21st century learning paradigm. It has also provided a social and human infrastructure for teachers and students to improve collaboration, interaction, and participation in their learning activities, and support them to create constructive learning environments (Chen, 2011). This is because it has advantages than a traditional learning mode in terms of: flexibility in the time and place; the coverage; computer requirements and operating systems; velocity in obtaining the necessary learning resources an in development; easily, equity, sustainability, and accessibility in updating content and archiving capabilities; effectiveness, efficiency in cost or funding; interactivity in learning process; user-familiarity in the use. So that, technology placed as the most creative and innovative work of 21st-century, and becomes a central issue and theme in many innovations and new vision of education, including Social Studies (SS) (Kerka, 1997; Tinio, 2007) .
To maximize the impact of the role of technology in the 21st-century skills development, the Partnership Forum for 21st-Century Skills (P21) confirms, "today no organization can achieve results without incorporating technology into every aspect of its everyday practices. It's time pedagogical foundations, conceptual models, and empirical supports for integrating technology into SS learning.
A professional commitment for integrating technology into SS occurred in 2006, when NCSS-the US community of social studies and one of the world's center of excellence in developing SS-agreed for integrating technology into SS. It is preceded by a Whitworth and
Berson's (2003) research on the NCSS's publication on the results of an intensive study of technology infusion into the SS in period 1996-2001. Their studies conclude that technology integration into the SS has a strong influence for the students' daily life and for the SS learning. As stated by NCSS in the document of "A Position Statement of the National Council for the Social Studies" (2006, 2013) , they suggest that civil-society lives are supported by "technology-driven" and "technologically-oriented civic society" have a major influence on learners' beliefs, knowledge, daily life; social and cultural changes; and on the ways of people interact with the world. Social studies' integrative nature, its exploration of the human experience across time and place, and its commitment to readying youth for life in a democratic society within a global context means the field is well suited to enabling youth to learn with and about technology for several reasons: (1) the democratization of knowledge; (2) the impact of technology in all areas of life; (3) the creation of multiple blended and online settings within a global context; (4) needs nurturing of students' rich array of digital democratic experiences; (5) and a rich tradition of innovative use of technology in the teaching and learning of social studies.
In a document "A Vision of Powerful Teaching and Learning in the SS: Building Social Understanding and Civic Efficacy," NCSS (2008) reiterating that the SS would be "powerful" if the students can (1) acquire "meaningful" skills through the use of the 21st -century technology wisely, which help them to grow and thrive in the world evolving constantly and changing rapidly; and (2) gain an "integrative" SS subject matter using technology effectively (p. 511). In this context, the P21 also stresses, "It's time for schools to maximize the impact of technology as well" (P21, 2008b:2) to create an innovative learning climate, and a synergistic and integrated learning system to maximize the impact of the role of technology. This will students enable to:
(1) create learning practices, human support and physical environments to support the 21st-century skills achievement; (2) support professional learning communities that enable teachers to collaborate, share best-practice experiences, and integrate 21st-century skills into classroom practice; (3) allow students to learn in accordance with the real-world 21st-century contexts (e.g., through project-based learning or the like); (4) allow the fairness access to learning tools, technology, and quality sources; (5) provide an architectural and interior design of the 21st-century for learning groups, teams, and individuals; and (6) support for building the wider community and international engagement in online and face-to-face learning (P21, 2008b).
To support of acquiring the skills, the collaboration has also equipped with supporting structures contain the items are suggested as an integrating tool(s) including the technological tools, hardware/software is support teachers and students to search, access, interact, collaborate, promote or publish their ideas, products or resources; and develop their ongoing skills in the use of technology professionally (P21, 2008a).
SOME IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
As stated above, the use of technology will give a great impact on gaining the SS 21st-century skills in the future. However, because of the relationship between SS disciplines and technology is precarious and simultaneously contains potential advantages and critiques to its limitations in learning practice such as: (1) 
Corresponding to the types of the technology device, a number research recommends teachers to use two types of technological devices are suitable to develop the SS 21st-century skills and support the creation of constructivist learning class:
(1) "generalist technologies" are composed of software that is more ubiquitous within the public domain, and generally speaking, although they can be used to enhance SS instruction, they could just as likely be used for noninstructional activities. They are relatively more ubiquitous, does not require a special skill to use, and commonly used in situations or non-instructional activities. This type, including email, WebCT/Blackboard, web-based discussion tools ( Finally, future research is needed to explore how the elements are the critical systems such as standards, assessments and professional communities' partnership provide tools and resources that help facilitate and drive it, and must be aligned to produce a support system that produces 21st SS outcomes for today's students. Research on technological devices and integrating models that compatible to K-12 for gaining skills needed are also important, because the 21st SS skills map for them are different in terms of contents, levels, and activities of skill are developed. Bridging gaps in access to benefits of technology especially for the Asia-African students who are socioeconomically disadvantaged are also a challenging study for future. Moreover, the current studies that provided are very limited. 
